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suzerainty. But reflecting how idle this suzerainty
would be, they now alleged ancient treaties, and
summoned Henry to withdraw his forces. He was
anxious not to offend such useful allies, perhaps also,
since his presence and his resources were urgently
required in another quarter, glad of an honourable
pretext for withdrawing from an arduous adventure
too lightly undertaken.

Longueville, the Governor of Picardy, died soon
after his success in Artois, and was succeeded by
his brother-in-law, the Count of St. Pol. Philip IL
strained every nerve to enable the Count of Fuentes,
his commander in the Low Countries, to carry on
offensive operations with a chance of success.
Fuentes entered Picardy with 10,000 veteran troops
and after taking Catelet laid siege to Doullens.
Admiral Villars, the brave and able defender of
Rouen, and the Duke of Nevers were ordered to
hasten with the forces they commanded into Nor-
mandy and Champagne to the assistance of the
Count of St. Pol and of the Duke of Bouillon in
Picardy, Bouillon, always impatient of an equal
and insubordinate to a superior, quarrelled with
Villars and was anxious to achieve something deci-
sive before the arrival of Nevers, to whom the King
had entrusted the chief command. Supported by
St. Pol he insisted that the relief of Doullens should
at once be attempted and would not listen to Villars
who urged caution and the prudence of awaiting
the hourly expected approach of Nevers and his
army.

The result was a most crushing defeat (July 24,